Molecular variation in Onchocerca spp.
Over the past two decades there has been an upsurge of interest in defining morphological, immunological, biochemical, biological and genetic differences between species of Onchocerca to provide solutions to practical problems associated with finding models and epidemiological tools to assist with control of human onchocerciasis. The information gathered has confirmed the close relationship between species of Onchocerca and provided highly sensitive and specific probes to distinguish species and even strains of the same species. It has also identified pathways, especially using sequences from common DNA repeat units, that may lead to a better understanding of the progression of divergence of species of this genus than has previously been possible.